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To Council Members

July 15, 2002
Dear Colleague:

Please find attached a draft schedule for ECM-92 and associated meetings and the Highlights Seminars which will be held in Beijing, March 20-24, 2003. 

At ECM-90 in Regensburg, there was a request for as much advance information on this meeting as possible so that members could arrange for travel funds to attend. The plan is to hold the Highlights Seminar on Friday, March 21 with speakers representing both IUVSTA and the Chinese Vacuum Society giving 30 minute talks on the most interesting science and technology within the interests of the divisions. The schedule shows the IUVSTA Division Chair as the presenter although they may choose to have someone else present it; the names of the Chinese speakers were provided by the Chinese Vacuum Society. The Highlights Seminar will be held in a conference hall at Tsinghua University which can hold 120 people; the Chinese Vacuum Society will invite 60 members. 
Following the seminars, the Chinese Vacuum Society will host a dinner for the attendees. This will be a good opportunity to establish contacts with the Chinese scientists. After the ECM on Sunday, the Institute of Physics will host a dinner.

The committee meetings and the ECM will be held on Saturday and Sunday and a tour to the Great Wall will be organized for Monday and hosted by the Chinese Vacuum Society.

However, the National Surface Science and Nanoscale Science Conference will start on Monday, March 24 with plenary talks in English. The remainder of the conference will be in Chinese. If you wish, you may attend the plenary session without paying a registration fee; you would pay only for breakfast and lunch. Please let me know as soon as possible whether you would want to attend the plenary. If a number of people wish to do so, we may be able to arrange a tour of the Great Wall on Tuesday.

Accommodation and the Committee meetings and ECM will be in the Tsinghua University Hotel, which is close to Peking University and the Chinese Academy of Sciences; it is about 40 minutes from the centre of Beijing. Many international conferences are held there each year. The cost for a twin-bedded room with private bath will be approximately US$40 per person. The Chinese Vacuum Society will provide transport between the hotel and the conference hall for the seminars. The deadline for making reservations will be in December.

If you are likely to attend the meeting, please let me know as soon as you can. If you plan to be accompanied on the trip, please send me the other names. I will forward these to the Chinese Vacuum Society so that they can send official letters of invitation so that you can obtain appropriate visas. The sooner you send me the names the better.

Sincerely,

William D. Westwood
Scientific Association - Registered Office - Avenue de la Renaissance 30, B-1000 Brussels, Belgium

President: Dr. M-G Barthés-Labrousse Secretary-General: Dr. W.D. Westwood Treasurer: H. Wahl 
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