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ECM 97 President Report

1. I have the sad duty to announce the death in January of Professor Eero Ristolainen. Among
several activities in research and academics he was one of the key persons in the Finnish
Vacuum Society. He was nominated to represent this Society in IUVSTA from 1989 and he
was currently member of the Electoral College of the Nanometer Structures Division. I have
sent a letter to the family and I have informed the family that we will commemorate Eero
during the meeting. I have asked Prof. Jari Koskinen to speak abut the live of our colleague.
He unfortunately could not attend the meeting and has sent to me the obituary that will be
attached to the minutes. I have promised to Ristolainen’s family to send them the minutes of
the meeting. In replacement of Prof Jari Koskinen I will speak about the sadness felt on
hearing of his death.  At the end I invite the meeting to observe a short silence in tribute to the
memory of Eero Ristolainen. 

2. Let me first note that there was a long period from the last meeting (more then 7 months).
During this period the activity of the Union was mainly devoted to organize the scientific and
educational activity for the triennium and to the preparation of the ECM 97. There was a
continuous activity in my office. There had been 250 e-mails communications as well as
countless telephone conversations, fax messages and normal mail. This has included extensive
correspondence with Officers, Division and Committee Chairs. The invitation to attend the
ECM97 was mailed on December 31st 2005. 

3. I had a correspondence with Ted Madey concerning the donation programme for the IUVST
Prize. 

4. I had correspondence with B.Sproul that on behalf of the AVS was preparing the invitation for
hosting ECM99 in San Diego. 

5. On December 23rd 2004 the treasurer has received from the Italian Vacuum Society the
donation of 60000 CH. I had written to the President of the AIV Giovanni Bonizzoni thanking
them for the donation and for the organization of the Congress . I also expressed my thanks to
all the people who have been involved in the organization but in particular to Massimo
Sancrotti and Mariano Anderle, Chair of the congress and Vice Chair of the scientific
programme. 

6. I attended the 10th Joint Vacuum Conference, held in Portoroz Slovenia  at Emona
 Convention Center,  from September 28th  to October 2nd  2004 organized by the Slovenian
Vacuum Society. The congress was very interesting as usual, attended by many young
scientists and I had the opportunity to listen several high quality talks on interesting topics
vacuum related. I was very positively impressed by the large impact that this conference has
on the young generation of scientists belonging to the organizing national societies. 

7. I spent a lot of energy in trying to update the website. The situation is not satisfactory. We had
a long discussion on this during the Publication Committee. I am confident that we will have
soon a satisfactory web page. I have to thank Alain Roche for his continuous assistance in this
job. The “Meantime’s” prepared by the Secretary General is quite efficient and very useful for
the Union.  

8. I had been able to accept the invitation from the French Vacuum Society to attend the 60th

anniversary of this Society in Paris on Wednesday April 6th 2005. I would convey the
congratulations of the IUVSTA to this the first Vacuum Society to reach its 60th anniversary 

9. I had been able to accept the invitation of the organizers of the next ICTF Conference in
Stockholm June 20th to 23rd 2005. I am sure that it will be a successful meeting. 

10. I had been able to accept the invitation of CVS to attend the workshop “Towards future
electronics : from fundamentals to nanodevices”  which will be held in Beijing next September
2005.

11. The Past President informed me on a letter received from Javaid Ahsan Bhatti who is asking
cooperation for supporting the launch of National Institute of Vacuum Science and
Technology in Pakistan. The letter has been discussed in the Educational Committee.


