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Report of the Education Committee to the ECM-98 
 
The 2nd meeting of the Education Committee took place on 1st October (Deutschordenhaus, 
Gumpoldskirchen) with the attendance of 15 of the 22 members in total. 
 
The Minutes of the previous meeting (ECM-97) were approved. 
 
Concerning the Short Courses, MG Barthés and Ron Reid reported on their experiences in last EVC-9 
in Paris. These SCs had 25 attendees and Ron Reid used part of the Visual Aids Module on Total 
Pressure Measurement prepared by him. The Chairman commented that topics of recently held SCs are 
considered when proposing new Visual Aids Modules (VAMs). J.T. Grant reported on SCs last week 
in ECASIA'05 (Vienna). The topics were XPS and Data Processing in XPS and AES. 
 
It was suggested that students should be given by the possibility to register in SCs well in advance, 
together with their conference registration. Instrument exhibitions with living instruments in 
conferences are especially suitable environment for SCs. 
 
Nikola Radic reported on IUVSTA Technical Training Courses (ITTC) as Program Coordinator. An 
ITTC by the Pakistan Vacuum Society was funded but the money was not spent properly, according to 
the respective IUVSTA rules. Previously the PVS was asked and they agreed upon either to use the 
IUVSTA fund appropriately for a course before the end of 2005 or to pay the support back. The 
Chairman was asked to send PVS a letter to remind them to their obligation. 
 
The Croatian Vacuum Society cancelled their planned ITTC and returned the support they received to 
IUVSTA. The main reasons of the cancellation of the ITTC were the obsolete VAM they wished to 
translate and the lack of interest.  
 
Two new ITTCs were proposed. Marek Szymonsky reported on the Polish application, which intended 
to provide opportunity for those who were not able to participate in last year's successful ITTC because 
of the limit of the number of participants. The ITTC on basics of Vacuum Sciences&Technology will 
take place in February 2006, in the Jagellonian University, Krakow. The Committee supported the 
application, and at the same time confirmed the policy that ITTCs in general should not be supported 
financially by IUVSTA when being held in a row in the same country. 
 
As for the 2nd application, Sándor Bohátka reported on the proposal of the Hungarian Vacuum Society 
to organize an ITTC. Following a discussion on clarification of the planned use of the IUVSTA 
support, the application was approved by the Committee. 
 
The Chairman reported that Nicola Radic announced his retirement from the position of the ITTC 
coordinator and asked the Committee to express appreciation and thanks for his work. The Committee 
approved the proposal. For the suggestion of the Chairman, Christoph Eisenmenger-Sittner was 
appointed to be the new ITTC coordinator. 
 
The Polish Vac. Soc. IUVSTA TTC was given by the No 3 and the Hungarian Vac. Soc. ITTC  No 4. 
 
 
Regarding the Education Website, the Chairman reported that the work on further developing had 
been started and a number of proposed useful links was sent to the web editor (Angus Rockett). He 
also reported on correspondence with the website Coordinator (Joe Greene) and the web editor on 
copyright issues. Vladimir Matolin suggested that the problem how to organize the website needed 
deeper discussion. The legal situation is not clear, links can be made but must be removed if authors 
request it. 
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Concerning the Visual Aids Program, the report of the Editor, John Robins was discussed. At present, 
only Module 5 (Thin Film Growth) is available for sale. 
 
No VAM was sold in the last year. Fabio Mazzolini reported that Module 1 (Fundamentals of 
Vacuum) was reviewed and the comments were sent to the Editor. The updating of Module 8 (Capture 
Pumps) is in progress. Module 2 (Total Pressure Measurement in Vacuum) is ready, a proposal for a 
referee is being sent to the editor. To speed up the refereeing procedure, it was proposed, that the 
authors should propose two referees (at least one of them English speaking) and in addition, the 
respective Division should suggest referee(s) if asked by the Editor. A time limit of one month was 
proposed for completion of the referee's report. Three new topics were proposed for VAMs: 
 
Scanning Probe Microscopy (Hans Joachim Güntherodt, U. Valbusa) 
Plasma-Wall Interaction in Fusion Reactors (Ulf Karlsson ) 
Fine Analysis of Materials with Synchrotron Radiation (M.-C. Asensio) 
 
For authors, Module 5 was suggested as a template, therefore this module should be available for those 
developing Modules. 
 
The purpose of the Visual Aids Modules was discussed and it was proposed that they should be useful 
first place for short Courses and Technical Training Courses. The importance of introducing and 
advertising VAMs (with a selection of slides, e.g.) in various conferences, was emphasized. 
 
Building new contacts with Non-Member Countries: Maria-Carmen Asensio (Chair) reported on 
the activity of the Subcommittee. Pedro Nascente was reporting on conferences organized in South 
America and on contacts with experts potentially interested in IUVSTA activities. Monika Jenko 
mentioned links to experts in Serbia-Montenegro, and the Chairman talked about possible connections 
to experts in the Baltic countries. 
 
Regarding activities in member countries, Masatoshi Ono reported on the status of the vacuum 
engineering courses in Japan taking place since 45 years. In the future the may need cooperation of 
IUVSTA when planning to expand their activity. 
 
There were two IUVSTA schools planned to be held this year. #6 on Science and Technology. at 
Nanoscale (Tri Studne, Czech Republic) was held in July. #7 on Advanced Synchrotron Radiation 
Technique for Fine Analysis of Matter (Avila, Spain) was postponed for 2006. 
 
 


