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ECM 99: PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

1. I have the sad duty to announce the death of four active members of the IUVSTA: Massimo 

Sancrotti, Alain André Roche, James Martin Lafferty and Arthur Stephen D Barrett. The ECM will 

commemorate them after my report as announced in the agenda.  

 

2. During this period from the last meeting in Gumpoldkirchen there was a continuous activity in my 

office. There had been exchange of e-mails with Officers, Division and Committee Chairs and 

Councillors. The activity of the Union was mainly devoted to organize the scientific and educational 

activities and to the preparation of the ECM 100 and the Highlight Seminar session. The invitation to 

attend the ECM99 was mailed on 20th February 2006. 

 

3. Alain Roche was the Chairman of the Publication Committee. After his sudden death I had to 

nominate a new Chairman. I have asked Robert Redhammer to become the chairman of the Publication 

Committee. Robert was the Secretary of this Committee and he has the necessary expertise to continue 

the work of Alain.  This is a strategic Committee for the Union where important matters pass through. 

I have appreciated very much the positive answer of Robert Redhammer who in spite of several 

commitments, has accepted to continue the work of Alain.   

 

4. On November 1st 2005 I received an e-mail from Massimo Sancrotti in which he was informing me 

that he realized he had a cancer (melanoma) and that the doctors decided to go through radiotherapy 

and chemotherapy forcing him to put in stand-by a series of travel affairs. I was working to find a 

bridge solution allowing to him to recover and at the same time to keep going the IUVSTA activities. I 

was asking Mariano Anderle, Vice Chair of IVC in Venice, to chair the CPC in San Diego and Korea 

hoping to see a fast recovery of Massimo Sancrotti. Unfortunately this did not happen. Mariano 

Anderle has now kindly accepted to continue the work of Massimo in this triennium taking the 

position of CPC chair. This is in line with the custom that the Chair (in this case  the Vice Chair ) of 

the Organizing Committee of the last IVC chairs the CPC,  a procedure that was introduced in order 

avoid conflict of interest when the Committee will monitor the organization of the next IVC and to 

transfer the previous expertise accumulated by the organisers.  

5. The article “Vacuum around the world” that I wrote to describe the role of the International Union 

for Vacuum Science, Technique and Applications at the international level, and which  illustrates its 

activities, has appeared  in the October 2005 issue of Physics World, the international magazine for 

members of the Institute of Physics, .   
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6. I wrote an e mail to Viorel Braic who is trying to revitalize the Romanian Vacuum Society. I have 

encouraged him to proceed and I offered him full support from the Union. 

  

7. I had a correspondence with Karl Jousten, President of the German Vacuum Society who informed 

me that neither Dr. Schwarz nor Prof. Wuttig could attend the ECM99 and he was asking me to invite 

Frank Richter to attend.  I informed him that it is not allowed to give him the right to vote at the 

meeting but he would be welcome as an observer. 

   

8. Following tradition, I have invited Christie Marrian, President of the AVS to attend this meeting as 

observer and to give, during this meeting, a presentation of the activities of the American Vacuum 

Society.   

 

9. It is also a great pleasure to have with us J. Colligon, former Secretary General of the Union who 

will attend the meeting as observer.  

 

 

 

  


